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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 095675 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PLO 

SUBJECT: PALESTINIAN HOMELAND 

REF: DAMASCUS 2583 

1 . WHILE WE SEE NO POINT IN TRYING TO REBUT ALL THE DIS- 
TORTIONS OF OUR POSITION THAT MAY CIRCULATE IN THE AREA. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO RECALL THE FOLLOWING RECORD OF PRESI- 
DENTIAL STATEMENTS ON THE SUBJECT OF REFTEL: 

-(MARCH 16. 1977 AT CLINTON, MASS.) QUOTE 

...AND THE THIRD ULTIMATE REQUIREMENT FOR PEACE IS TO DEAL 
WITH THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. THE PALESTINIANS CLAIM UP 
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TO THIS MOMENT THAT ISRAEL HAS NO RIGHT TO BE THERE; THAT 
THE LAND BELONGS TO THE PALESTINIANS AND THEY HAVE NEVER 
YET GIVEN UP THEIR PUBLICLY PROFESSED COMMITMENT TO DES- 
TROY ISRAEL. THAT HAS TO BE OVERCOME. THERE HAS TO BE 
A HOMELAND PROVIDED FOR THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEES WHO HAVE 
SUFFERED FOR MANY. MANY YEARS. AND THE EXACT WAY TO SOLVE 
THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM IS ONE THAT FIRST OF ALL ADDRESSES 
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ITSELF RIGHT NOW TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES AND THEN, SECONDLY, 

TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES NEGOTIATING WITH ISRAEL. UNQUOTE. 

-(NEW YORK TIMES, MARCH 18, 1977) 

QUOTE: TONIGHT (MARCH 17) ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE, FLYING 
FROM CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA, TO NEW YORK, MR. CARTER 
DEFENDED HIS USE OF THE WORD "HOMELAND", ASSERTING THAT, 

"I THINK WHAT I SAID IS APPROPRIATE”. "I THINK SOME 
PROVISION HAS GOT TO BE MADE FOR THE PALESTINIANS IN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF THE NATION OFJORDAN OR BY SOME OTHER MEANS”, 
REPORTERS ON THE PLANE QUOTED HIM AS HAVING SAID. UNQUOTE. 

- (DOBBINS AIR FORCE BASE, GA„ APRIL 8, 1977) QUOTE: 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, PRESIDENT SADAT USED THE WORD 
ENTITY WHEN HE CAME TO WASHINGTON, INSTEAD OF PALESTINIAN 
NATION OR PALESTINIAN STATE. 

THE PRESIDENT: YES. 

QUESTION: DID YOU GET ANY IMPRESSION FROM HIM THAT HE 
IS MOVING TOWARD OR MORE WILLING NOW TO ACCEPT A JORDANIAN- 
PALESTINIAN NATION; THAT IS, A HOMELAND THAT WOULD BE 
UNDER THE CONTROL OF JORDAN? 

THE PRESIDENT: THAT IS A QUESTION I WOULDN'T WANT TO 
ANSWER FOR PRESIDENT SADAT. I WILL LET HIM MAKE HIS OWN 
STATEMENTS PUBLICLY AND I DON'T INTEND TO REPEAT WHAT HE 
TELLS ME PRIVATELY. 
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BUT I THINK THAT IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THAT IS ONE AVENUE 
OF SUCCESS. IT IS ONE THAT I HAVE ESPOUSED EVEN DURING 
THE CAMPAIGN MONTHS, THAT PERHAPS SOME CONFEDERATION OR 
SOME RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PALESTINIANS AND JORDAN MIGHT 
BE ADVISABLE. 

AS YOU KNOW, THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY A MILLION PALESTINIANS 
WHO ARE PART OF THE JORDANIAN SOCIETY NOW IN VERY HIGH 
POSITIONS IN THE GOVERNMENT. I THINK THIS IS A NATURAL 
POSSIBILITY. WHETHER OR NOT IT WILL BE THE ULTIMATE 
DECISION, I CAN'T SAY. UNQUOTE. 

2. YOU NEED TAKE NO INITIATIVE TO MAKE CLEAR WHERE THE 
MATTER STANDS, BUT SHOULD DO SO IF THE QUESTION IS RAISED 
WITH YOU. 

VANCE 
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FOLLOWING TEL SENT ACTION DAMASCUS INFO AMMAN, CAIRO, JERUSALEM, 
TEL AVIV FROM STATE APRIL 28: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 095675 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PLO 

SUBJECT: PALESTINIAN HOMELAND 

REF: DAMASCUS 2583 

1 . WHILE WE SEE NO POINT IN TRYING TO REBUT ALL THE DIS- 
TORTIONS OF OUR POSITION THAT MAY CIRCULATE IN THE AREA, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO RECALL THE FOLLOWING RECORD OF PRESI- 
DENTIAL STATEMENTS ON THE SUBJECT OF REFTEL: 

-(MARCH 16, 1977 AT CLINTON, MASS.) QUOTE 

...AND THE THIRD ULTIMATE REQUIREMENT FOR PEACE IS TO DEAL 
WITH THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. THE PALESTINIANS CLAIM UP 
TO THIS MOMENT THAT ISRAEL HAS NO RIGHT TO BE THERE; THAT 
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THE LAND BELONGS TO THE PALESTINIANS AND THEY HAVE NEVER 
YET GIVEN UP THEIR PUBLICLY PROFESSED COMMITMENT TO DES- 
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TROY ISRAEL. THAT HAS TO BE OVERCOME. THERE HAS TO BE 
A HOMELAND PROVIDED FOR THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEES WHO HAVE 
SUFFERED FOR MANY. MANY YEARS. AND THE EXACT WAY TO SOLVE 
THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM IS ONE THAT FIRST OF ALL ADDRESSES 
ITSELF RIGHT NOW TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES AND THEN, SECONDLY, 

TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES NEGOTIATING WITH ISRAEL. UNQUOTE. 

-(NEW YORK TIMES, MARCH 18, 1977) 

QUOTE: TONIGHT (MARCH 17) ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE, FLYING 
FROM CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA, TO NEW YORK, MR. CARTER 
DEFENDED HIS USE OF THE WORD "HOMELAND ", ASSERTING THAT, 

"I THINK WHAT I SAID IS APPROPRIATE". "I THINK SOME 
PROVISION HAS GOT TO BE MADE FOR THE PALESTINIANS IN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF THE NATION OFJORDAN OR BY SOME OTHER MEANS'", 
REPORTERS ON THE PLANE QUOTED HIM AS HAVING SAID. UNQUOTE. 

- (DOBBINS AIR FORCE BASE, GA„ APRIL 8, 1977) QUOTE: 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, PRESIDENT SADAT USED THE WORD 
ENTITY WHEN HE CAME TO WASHINGTON, INSTEAD OF PALESTINIAN 
NATION OR PALESTINIAN STATE. 

THE PRESIDENT: YES. 

QUESTION: DID YOU GET ANY IMPRESSION FROM HIM THAT HE 
IS MOVING TOWARD OR MORE WILLING NOW TO ACCEPT A JORDANIAN- 
PALESTINIAN NATION; THAT IS, A HOMELAND THAT WOULD BE 
UNDER THE CONTROL OF JORDAN? 

THE PRESIDENT: THAT IS A QUESTION I WOULDN'T WANT TO 
ANSWER FOR PRESIDENT SADAT. I WILL LET HIM MAKE HIS OWN 
STATEMENTS PUBLICLY AND I DON'T INTEND TO REPEAT WHAT HE 
TELLS ME PRIVATELY. 

BUT I THINK THAT IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THAT IS ONE AVENUE 
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OF SUCCESS. IT IS ONE THAT I HAVE ESPOUSED EVEN DURING 
THE CAMPAIGN MONTHS, THAT PERHAPS SOME CONFEDERATION OR 
SOME RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PALESTINIANS AND JORDAN MIGHT 
BE ADVISABLE. 

AS YOU KNOW, THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY A MILLION PALESTINIANS 
WHO ARE PART OF THE JORDANIAN SOCIETY NOW IN VERY HIGH 
POSITIONS IN THE GOVERNMENT. I THINK THIS IS A NATURAL 
POSSIBILITY. WHETHER OR NOT IT WILL BE THE ULTIMATE 
DECISION, I CAN'T SAY. UNQUOTE. 

2. YOU NEED TAKE NO INITIATIVE TO MAKE CLEAR WHERE THE 
MATTER STANDS, BUT SHOULD DO SO IF THE QUESTION IS RAISED 
WITH YOU. VANCE UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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